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A BRIDE and wedding cake are natural
combination for June. The bride, Mar-
tha Snyder, service, looks at picture of
cake baked by Larry Trempel. Martha
and Gene Scherer were wed In June.

cover picture
n T. V. CAMERAS seemingly hold no
terrors for Dr. W. N. McMillen, director
of feed nutrition. At least he seems to
be at ease as long as he can talk about
his favorite animals—swine.

That was what he was telling the
VVTVP audience about when the picture
on this month's cover was taken. It
might be too much to expect that he
didn't know the camera was in action
but the photographer says that when he
took it, Mac didn't seem to slow down
a bit.

For several months now Del Rentsh-
ler, Staley feed nutritionist, has been in
charge of the farm news program on
WTVP while the regular-director of that
program, Al Pigg, is HI. Staley's spon-
sor that program on Tuesdays and
Thursdays so Del takes over those two
evenings, and quite often Mac helps him
out.

Between the two of them the listen-
ing world certainly learns that Staley-
fed pigs are the best pigs.
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THE INSIDE STRATEGY behind the Staley company's decision
to back up STA-FLO liquid starch with a million-dollar radio-television
promotion during the second half of 1954 was based on a recognition
of two important facts—

1. The steady climb of STA-FLO to leadership in the national
liquid starch market indicates our product is a "winner" capable of
much greater sales expansion with increased promotion.

2. The increasing usage of liquid starch throughout the nation
is already attracting competitors. We want to make sure STA-FLO
maintains its head start in this expanding market.

From the standpoint of our overall company objective, there is
no difference between an investment in product promotion or an
investment in a new plant here in Decatur. In both instances, we
invest money to enhance the profit-making potential and job security
of our company.

Most of us here in Decatur are well aware of the importance of
having modem production facilities to win our share of the business
by keeping our products competitive. We know that the extra grind
we were able to squeeze out of our modernized corn plant last year
helped to offset losses we were forced to take on our soybean oper-
ation.

In STA-FLO liquid starch, we think we've got a product which
is going to contribute much to the future stability of our company.
With Arthur Godfrey and Don McNeill on our sales team, we hope
to put STA-FLO in every home in the U.S.A.

SOYBEAN TROUBLES which we've discussed from time to time
in this section were presented very clearly last month in a report put
out by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The government study
showed quite clearly that soybean processing during the past two
years hasn't been profitable.



The government report covered 45 per cent of all the soybean
mills which process some 60 per cent of all soybeans processed. It
showed that the cost to mill operators for processing a bushel of
soybeans averaged 37.3 cents in the 1952-53 season, and 36.2 cents
during the previous season.

You can get the real significance of this report by merely adding
the average per bushel processing cost to the market price of a
bushel on soybeans on any day during those two crop years. On
most days during those years, you'll find that the sum of these two
items was greater than the return a processor could get for meal
and oil. This, of course, adds up to a processing loss.

Despite the sad complexion which it places on the soybean pro-
cessing industry, we were happy that the government published the
report. It confirms what we've been saying for a long time and may
correct some erroneous thinking within the industry.

staley jet system
JET AIRPLANES have been in the news plenty since World War

II, but it's probably news to many of you that the Staley company has
developed a jet system for cooking starch. The Staley jet system
has been developed for the application of starch in papermaking.
On the basis of laboratory and field tests, we feel that our system
is a major improvement over the methods now being used for apply-
ing starch in papermaking, and units are now being manufactured
for introduction in the industry. Engineering and design of the
system' have been the work of Oliver Etheridge, but company per-
sonnel from research, market development, industrial sales, and the
paper industry field staff have all contributed to its development.
The project has been an excellent example of the teamwork necessary
in modern selling. By helping the paper industry with the 'problem
of starch application in its products, we are exhibiting an under-
standing of customer problems which is the basis of modern selling.
The paper industry is the largest single starch user in the nation.



LOTS OF BOUQUETS

FOR MAY JOURNAL

• THE STALEY JOURNAL may be
written for today's reading, but at least
two copies of our all-Decatur May issue
are being preserved for posterity. One
of these went into the cornerstone of
the Central Christian Church which was
laid the day after the Journal was pub-
lished.

The other of this pair went into the
cornerstone of Scovill Science Hall,
which is under construction on Millikin
university campus. This cornerstone,
which was laid on Commencement Day,
June 7, was stolen that night, probably
as a prank, and there were those friends
of Staley's who suggested that the thief,
took it to get an extra copy of the Sta-
ley Journal. When he found he couldn't
get at the Journal, the thief probably
got disgusted because he left the cor-
nerstone nearby.

If he still wants that Journal he can
get one by calling the Journal office.
Dozens and dozens of persons have al-
ready done so and we have told them
all the same thing. We've had to order
several thousand extra and as soon as
they are printed they will be ready for
all interested persons.

To say that the persons responsible
for the Journal have been pleased at its
reception, is the year's understatement.
People in publication work grow accus-
tomed to having called to their atten-
tion things people don't like but most of
us never learn to take without a thrill,
compliments on our honest efforts.

Since the appearance of the May Jour-
nal these compliments have been coming
—in conversations, in phone calls and in
letters. Even the Decatur Herald-Re-
view gave us leading place in its much-
prized "Three Cheers" column.

To all these friends the only thing the
Journal can do is say 'thank you' and
see that all who want extra May
Journals get them.

WHILE LECK IS ILL

• THIS MONTH many of the pictures in
the Journal were taken by a volunteer
who is helping us out. Bill Bishop, a
time study man in our standards depart-
ment, is being loaned us on a part time
basis, through his own willingness and
the kindness of his boss—Bill Jaske.

As practically every Journal reader
knows our regular photographer, Leek
Ruthrauff has been indisposed since the
first of April. He was in hospitals for
several weeks, but now is at home and
is recovering. On the rate of recovering
there is a difference of opinion. Pro-
fessionals say it is satisfactory—Leek
says it is slow.

To the rest of us, just keenly interested
friends, it seems most satisfactory. He
is home, but he is definitely not in bed.
He is out in the car -visiting his be-
loved granddaughters, seeing friends,
eating three meals a day and watching
his new television.

In the meantime Bill is carrying on—
delicately balancing two jobs. It means
getting here at 6:45—for time study
men come in at that time—and it often
means chasing off on a Journal picture
assignment after dinner in the evening.
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SYLVESTER BOOS, opposite page, is third man to hold No. I on the clock. Left above, Claude Hun-
ter, gateman, changes ribbon in a time clock. Center, Walter Meinert has had his number since 1925.
He is a night millwright, with company 34 years. L D. Taylor, right says 13 has been lucky number.

IF YOUR HUSBAND talks a b o u t
punching the clock, don't fret the idea
that he's mad at the time piece.

It's just the way about half of Sta'.ev's
employees speak of the process of regis-
tering into and out of the plant. No one
would put it that formally—and any-
way "punching the clock" is most de-
scriptive. That's just what all hourly
employees on non-mechanical jobs, do.

Briefly, he turns a wheel connected
with a large electric clock, until it points
to his number, then he pushes in, the
bell rings, and on a paper ribbon inside,
his number and the hour are registered.

Since each employee "on the clock"
punches each time he enters or leaves
the plant, the time office and paymaster
have only to check over these ribbons
to how many hours each person worked
each day. It isn't as simple as it might
sound here—but it woiks that way.

So far as our research has shown,
there never was a time when clock num-
bers were assigned in rotation. As most

old-timers remember clock numbe-s
went with the job. That is, certain num-
bers were assigned to each job, and if a
man changed his job, he was assigned a
new number.

Then not too many years ago another
change was made. This time each build-
ing was assigned a group of numbers.
Under that system if a man changed
from one building to another, he changed
clock numbers. At the present time the
general policy is to assign a man a num-
ber that he can keep unless there is a
radical change in jobs.

One place which has made little change
since the plant started in 1912, is the
boiler house. It has always been Build-
ing No. 1, and clock numbers there have
always started with No. 1. And through
the 42 years of the plant's history only
three men have had that number.

Tom Thornborough, first foreman of
our boiler room, was the No. 1 man on
our time clocks from 1912 until at the
time of his death the number, and the

that pays
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job as foreman, passed on to his son,
Claude. That was in 1922. Claude
punched that number until several years
later he was put on the monthly payroll.

For several years the number was un-
assigned until, in a general re-assign-
ment, Sylvester Boos was moved up
from No. 2, which he had rung for years,
to the first place on the clock. Boos,
with the company 31 years, has been in
the boiler house much of that time.
Ezra Carter, who moved into his old
No. 2 position, has also been with the
company 31 years.

When it came to assigning No. 13 in
the general shuffle several men in the
boiler house said, in effect—No, thank
you—I'd rather not.

But L. D. Taylor, who had no qualms
about the number, took it and insists it
has brought him good luck. He says
that, among other things, he thinks he
has had less sickness since he's been
ringing 13 than he ever had before. Tay-
lor, too, is in the boiler house.

Not every man has had his number

changed in the last few years. Outstand-
ing is Walter Meinert who has had the
same number since 1925. Meinert, with
the company 35 years, has had the same
number since 1925. As a mechanic he
does not ring in, but he carries a badge
with his number on it which he presents
at the gate. He is a night millwright.

At frequent intervals during the 24
hours, the time-stamped ribbons are
taken from the clocks and festooned
about Harry Bateman's desk in the
standards office. Working from these
he makes up the analysis sheets from
which the paymaster's office works.

From the time—say Sylvester Boos
rings his No. 1, until he is handed his
paycheck on Thursday, there is a long
and involved process through which
these ribbons must pass. The ribbons
themselves never get any farther than
Bateman's desk, but the snow-ball of in-
formation they start, keeps rolling along,
gathering more and more data as it
goes, until it reaches that dollars and
cents slip of paper—the paycheck.

TIME CLOCK RIBBONS drape the wal ls and deslc a s Harry Bateman, t ime-keeper, prepares anal-
ysis sheets. This is first step which ends when man gets his paycheck at the end of the current week.
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Flash Answers and

editorials help the

Journal win award

BE IT KNOWN THAT

T. a AWARDED THIS CESTIFICATE

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION AT VALLEY FORCE

IN BRINGING ABOUT A BETTER UNDERSTANDING

CERTIFICATE, above, is one of two which were
given company and Journal. At left, Leek Ruth-
rauff, Flash Answers man, and Ruth Cade, editor.

freedoms
certificate

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION honor cer-
ficates were awarded the Staley company
and the Staley Journal "for occasional
use of its pages to stimulate thought
about contemporary community prob-
lems."

Particularly, in the award to the Sta-
ley company, was named the use of the
Flash Answers feature. In the award
given the Journal editorial comment as
used in the publication, was singled out
for special mention. Certificates were
awarded as a special ceremony in Peoria

in May, but announcement of award win-
ners was made on Washington's birthday
at Valley Forge, headquarters of the
Foundation.

Freedoms Foundation a w a r d s are
given each year for photographs, films,
recordings, displays, publications arti-
cles and other documentary materials
which the judges consider "most articu-
late in telling the freedom story." This
year there were more than 100,000 nom-
inations for consideration by the jury.
The Journal is proud of its two.
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company
directors

' HEN TWO new directors were elect-
ed to the Staley company board in May,
they were also named to membership
on the executive committee. The new
members, Roy L. Rollins and R. J. Mur-
phey, will meet with the other five mem-
bers of that committee several times a
week.

The executive committee, which has
all the powers of the board of directors,
is made up entirely of local members of
the board who can meet daily if neces-
sary, to transact company business. The
board of directors meets quarterly.

Rollins, one of the new board and
executive committee members, is man-
ager of personnel in the company. He
cnme to the company 21 years ago, im-
mediately following his graduation from



Millikin university. His first Staley job
in that depression year was on the ex-
tra board. In quick succession there-
after he worked as a millwright helper,
as an interviewer in personnel, as extra
board foreman and as director of safety,
and director of plant protection. He
has been manager of personnel since
1943, and is now chairman of the man-
agement's bargaining committee.

Murphey is a member of the Decatur
accounting firm of Murphey and Nash
and Jones. He is a native of Decaiur.
He opened his accounting office here in
1922, the year he graduated from Whar-
ton School of Commerce, University of
Pennsylvania.

In addition to these two men others
on the executive committee are A. E.

Staley, Jr., president of the company
and chairman of the board of directors;
E. K. Scheiter, executive vice president,
R. E. Greenfield, vice president in charge
of manufacturing; R. S. Bass, treasurer;
and R. C. Scherer, secretary. All of
these members are also directors of the
company.

Other company directors are T. C.
Burwell, vice president in charge of
traffic; A. R. Staley, who succeeded his
father, A. E. Staley, Sr., on the board in
1941; T. B. Butler, president of the
Mercantile-Safe Deposit & Trust Co.,
Baltimore; A. Q. Petersen, president,
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Co., Inc., New
Orleans; and Harold D. Wright, chair-
man of the board of the Republic Coal
& Coke Co., Chicago.

Two new men are

elected to Staley Board

at annual meeting

FOLLOWING ANNUAL election, members of the
board sat for this picture. Reading clock-wise
from left front—A. E. Staley, Jr., T. B. Butler, A.
R. Staley, H. D. Wright, A. Q. Petersen, R. E.

Greenfield, R. J. Murphey, E. K. Scheiter, R. L.
Roll ins, R. S. Bass, T. C. Burwell, R. C. Scherer,
C. R. Miller. Mr. Miller is company legal counsel.
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SPORTS
By Bill Bishop, Jr.

(Pinch-hitting for Leek)

A QUICK TRIP around the three local
high schools and Millikin found a num-
ber of Staley employee's sons engaged
in spring sports.

Out St. Teresa way our lone repre-
sentative is Tony Lents, son of Harold,
oil sales. Tony, a freshman, plays a
lot of baseball for the Bulldogs, since
Coach Venturi says he is using him as
a utility player.

At Lakeview High baseball and track
both starred this spring, and there were
Staley boys in both sports. Two sets of
brothers helped make baseball interest-
ing. Tom and Jack Coffman, sons of
H. A. Coffman, tinner, form a battery,
with Tom pitching and Jack catching.
The other pair are Bob and Ray Snelson,
whose father, J. C. Snelson, is at 101
building. Bob was regular right fielder
until he was forced to drop out because
of physical reasons, so he finished the
season as manager. Ray, a freshman,
was a reserve on the varsity squad and
a regular on the freshman-sophomore
team.

Regular left fielder for Lakeview this
spring was Jerry Oyler, brother of Har-
old, tinner. A reserve outfielder was
Roger Hammer, son of W. C. Hammer,
senior analyst, and an outfielder on the
freshman - sophomore team was Dean
Roberts, son of Garland Roberts, mill
house.

Staley's also had three representa-
tives on the Lakeview track team. Sam
York, high jumper, is a son of Isaac
York, millhouse. Elvin Carter, shot put-
ter, is the son of Cager Carter, shipping
inspector, and Dick Nagle, middle dis-
tance runner, is the son of R. L. Nagle,
industrial sales manager.

There were a half dozen Staley boys
on the Decatur High track team. They

ELVIN CARTER, above, gets into action to put
the shot in a Lakeview track meet. Shown below
is Bob Corrington, who represented Millikin
golfers in spring meets. Both Millikin and D.H.S.
golf teams use the Scovill course for their play.

WARMING up for a Lakeview basebal l game are
Ray Snelson, left, and Jack Coffman, at right.

J U N E 1 9 5 4



SAM YORK is a high jumper on Lakeview team.

DECATUR HIGH'S track team this season had
five members whose fathers are Staley men.
From the left are, Darrell Adcock, Don Stone,
Richard Slaw, Richard Powell, and Robin Bishop.

were Darrell Adcock, son of Floyd, shift
foreman, 9 building; Richard Slaw, son
of Oliver, Jr., modified starch; Don
Stone, son of Ross, electrician; Richard
Powell, son of Merle, tinner; Lynn
Franklin, son of Jack, 16 building; and
Robin Bishop, son of W. B., technical
superintendent.

On the Decatur High baseball team
the one-two punch of the pitching staff
was Chuck Behrends, who makes his
home with his uncle, Eric Augustine, M
& L., and Bob Davis, son of W. C., 48-49
building. Don Siweck, son of Bob, re-
clamation foreman, was a regular in the
outfield. Appearing frequently as pinch
hitter was Ron Sowa, son of Gus, office
maintenance. Three others were John
Duddleston, son of John, 16 building,
Don Workman, son of M. H., weighmas-
ter, and Raymond Pittman, son of Ray-
mond, 75 building.

In the so-called minor spring sports
we had two Staley boys participating,
both as members of golf teams. Richard
Helm was a regular member of the De-
catur High links team. He is the son of
Cletus, pipefitter.

Out Millikin way Bob Corrington was
a consistent shooter on the golf team.
He is the son of Ted, control laboratory.

10 S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



DECATUR HIGH had a successful baseball season getting Into the finals before being downed by
Litchfield. Staley players in the front row, from left, are Don Siweck, Bob Davis and Chuck Behrends.
In back row, from left, Ron Sowa, John Duddleston and Don Workman. Raymond Pittman, absent.

LAKEVIEW had these Staley boys on its baseball team this spring. Front row, from left, Tom Coff-
man, Jerry Oyler, Roger Hammer, and Bob Snelson, team manager. Back row, from left, are Jack
Coffman, Dean Roberts and Ray Snelson. Jack Coffman was a senior this year, while Ray Snelson and
Dean Roberts have three more years ahead of them. Roger Hammer will be a senior next semester.
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KENITH HAGEN, seated, treated for bleeding by Melvin Brandin. Clif Kretsinger talked to him.

...life
sav ing

R.USSELL ADAMS learned artificial
respiration in the Army—and saved a
boy's life. Melvin Brandon learned to
apply a tourniquet in the Army—and
used it to stop excessive bleeding on a
fellow workman.

Both men, Staley employees, had
taken these first aid courses while in
service, as a matter of routine training.

Adams, an oil refinery employee, is
credited with saving the life of 9-year-
old Dennis Webb, who fell into a pool
of water near his home a few weeks ago.
The boy, playing with others in a pool
formed where a sewer was under con-
struction, fell into the water. His fright-
ened playmates ran for help and a neigh-
bor called Adams who lived nearby.

Adams hasn't learned the newest
method of artificial respiration yet, but
he applied the method he had been
taught and by the time the ambulance
arrived the boy was showing signs of
improvement.

Melvin Brandon applied his knowledge
of first aid when Kenith Hagen was in-

jured while on a job in Elevator C.
Hagen, a millwright, cut the back of his
hand in such a way that four tendons
were cut. He was bleeding profusely
when Brandon, a weighmaster at the el-
evator applied a tourniquet at the pres-
sure point in his upper arm. To distract
Hagen's attention while the pressure was
being applied and until the nurse and
ambulance arrived, Clifford Kretsinger,
his helper, stood by and talked to him.
Talking is not one of the things taught
in first aid classes, but all involved
agreed later that in this case it played
an important role.

Now both patients have recovered.
The Webb boy suffered no bad effects
from his near-drowning, according to re-
ports.

Hagen, who lost considerable time
from work because of the injury to his
hand, is showing marked improvement.
The quick thinking—and acting—on
Brandon's part, according to Margery
Manecke, lead nurse, prevented a consid-
erable loss of blood.

RUSSELL ADAMS, left, shows sheriff pool from which he rescued small boy who fell into it.

J U N E * 1 9 5 4 1 3



gold
m n n g

PANNING GOLD, Jordan, left, made this picture
with an old sourdough to show the home folks.

I

ED JORDAN wore this Army issue parka during
cold weather while stationed in Fairbanks.

14

F YOUR IDEA of wealth is to own a
gold mine, revise it right now.

That is the advice of Ed Jordan, chem-
ical engineer helper, and ex-Army ser-
geant who recently returned from a tour
of duty in Alaska.

Ed's gold mining knowledge is first
hand. For a month, while he had a few
weeks leave, he worked with a mining
company in Alaska. During that month
he learned that gold mining is neither
the romantic nor remunerative job it is
often pictured.

In the first place, Ed discovered that
most of the gold is now mined by big
companies with sluices and dredges to
do the work. In the month he worked
on such a dredge he says he found the
work about as romantic as working on a
big ditching machine, and just about as
hard.

To be sure he saw a few old sour-
doughs, mules loaded with pans and
picks, headed for the back country, but
that, he was told, is definitely the hard
way to get gold. He even tried his hand
at panning some, but decided he would

S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



LARRY AND DIANA seldom missed a day play-
ing out of doors in spite of cold weather there.

prefer to take his in the form of a week-
ly check from the dredge company.

Now that the big dredging companies
have come into Alaska they sluice the
rock down from the hills, dredge it up
and screen out the gold much more
quickly and efficiently than the old
fashioned miners ever were able to do.

Ed tried gold mining when he found
he would have a month's leave, but felt
it was not enough time to allow him to
come home. His wife and children had
joined him in Alaska; they liked it there,
and decided to stay as long as he re-
mained in the Army. The fact that he
could make a good little sum during that
month also influenced his decision to
try out the mining idea. The Jordans
liked Alaska. Of the 23 months he was
in the Army 15 of them were spent in
Alaska and most of that time his family
was with him.

In Fairbanks, which was near the post
where he was stationed, they found a
modern, steam-heated apartment. The
son, Larry, 14, went to school and both
he and four-year-old Diana s e l d o m
missed a day, summer or winter, play-
ing out of doors.

The school which Larry attended was
built near a hill and in winter the pupils
used it as a toboggan slide and as a ski
jump. Illinois schools, Larry remarked,
were never like that.

The Jordans found prices for food
high, and Mrs. Jordan learned that un-
less she got to the store soon after a
shipment from the States arrived she
had little chance of getting canned or
frozen foods. The high prices, Ed says,
were more or less balanced by the over-
seas allowance the men get while serving

in Alaska.
The weather did not bother any of

them. The winter they were there the
coldest temperature was 59 below, but
the house was warm and they all v/ore
fur-lined parkas and ski pants.

The long summer days were more dis-
concerting, he says. The temperature
often reached 90, and they found it hard
to sleep at night. Diana, especially, had
a hard time telling nap-time from night.

The Jordans came back to Decatur
last January, but all of them admit they
wouldn't mind another hitch in Alaska,
but without the gold mining.

MRS. JORDAN was qiven this parka by a native
woman who made it especially for her to wear.
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STALEY!
Variety of t

employees \d o

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER team made up of Doris Moake,
and daughter, Rona Lee, 5, who plays accordion at WTVP.

SONJfA TAYLOR and Ernie Dash, pictured abov e, demonstrated a dance for Arthur Murray on
station WTVP. Ernie is the son of Russel l Dash of the sa les office. At the right, Jack Payton, vio-
linist, back row, plays with the Bar None Ranch Gang on station WCIA-TV each Monday night.
During the week Jack is a clerk in 4849 building. Jack also plays music for radio and dances.
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5 ON TV
alent among

and families

m programs

YOUNG MODEL on Mr. Esquire show on WTVP
is little Gary Bishop, 3'A year old son of Bill
Bishop of the standards department. Gary
models clothing for the Bachrach Clothing Co.
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RAY REINHOLD sits at head of the table at
U. of I. conference. On his left is Gerry
Morton while Lloyd Cox is man at his left.

TlRST1 HAND INFORMATION on how
management and labor work together is
given a group of graduate students each
year by Staley representatives.

This year, as it has done for the three
previous years, the University of Illinois
invited representatives of the Staley
company, and of Local 837 U.A.W.A.
AFL to take over one period of a ses-
sion at the Institute of Labor and In-
dustrial Relations.

Early in April three Staley men spent
a day on the University campus, telling
the class of graduate students how
grievances are handled here. Later the
session was thrown^ open to questions
and discussions with the Staley men be-
ing asked, and answering many ques-
tions.

The men who represented the union
were Lloyd Cox, president, and Ray
Reinhold, chairman of the union bar-
gaining committee. Gerry H o r t o r^,
company supervisor of union relations,
represented management.

18

staley men
lecture to
I o i l students
Representatives from

company and union

meet with class
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retirement

LSK ANY GROUP of persons what
they plan to do after retirement—and
about nine out of ten will say—

"I'm just going to loaf for a while.
That old alarm clock is certainly going
to be put on the shelf."

And then—a few weeks after they
actually retire most of them find that
they are as busy as they want to be—
but maybe the alarm clock and the fac-
tory whistle do'not play such an im-
portant part in their lives. It's almost
a case of eating their cake and having
it too. They keep busy—but they don't
have to hurry around to get places on
time.

It must be a grand feeling—to know
you can work if you want to—and loaf
if that is the idea that pleases most at

EARL LEEK writes that this picture may not be
quite true to life, but he has found Arizona a
beneficial place in which to make his home now.
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the time. On the whole, retirement
seems to agree with Staley people.

An outstanding example is Earl Leek
who was retired in 1952 because of ill
health. Badly stiffened with arthritis
Earl took the advice of friends and
went to Arizona. Recently he was back
in Decatur—"just for a visit" he as-
sured everyone, and so improved it
amazed his many friends.

He no longer uses a cane—at one time
he was using two—and he can climb
around the hills of his adopted country
with the best of them. On his recent
trip to Decatur with his wife, he drove
his car through from Arizona.

He admits he is not the gay bronco
buster one might imagine from the pic-
ture on the preceeding page—but he
says he sometimes feels that gay.

Earl, who came to work for Staley's
the week the grind started in March,
1912, was engine room foreman many
years, and at the time of his retirement
in 1952. A son, Carl, is a Staley mill-
wright.

Not all men who retire leave town.
Philip Ackles, for one, has stayed right

ISAAC BAILEY moved back to his old home
town but gets to Decatur and Staley's frequently.

PHIL ACKLES has a constant and faithful pal in
this dog which seldom lets him out of its sight.

on in his home in Decatur. He keeps
comfortably busy around home, but is
never too busy to enjoy the fellowship
and companionship of his dog. The two
of them can generally be found to-
gether.

Phil was born near the famous Lin-
coln village of New Salem, but worked
in Decatur many years. For some time
before coming to Staley's he was a
pipefitter with the Leader Iron Works.

He came here in 1924 and for the
next 24 years worked in our shops, most
of the time with the pipefitters. He has
been retired since 1948. He continues
to make his home at 2128 East Prairie
where he has lived for many years.

When Isaac C. Bailey retired he went
right back to the place he came from—
Jasper County, 111. He had lived his
early life on a farm there, near Newton,
and at the time of his retirement de-
cided to go back there and live. He had
been away 23 years but the old home
town appealed to him.

He now lives at the edge of town, but
he still owns the farm and keeps in close
touch with it, since a daughter and son-
in-law live on it. He also keeps in close
touch with things in Decatur since he
has a daughter living in town.
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WEAVING RUGS was a hobby with Clif Carroll
when he was workinq. Now it is a business.

Bailey worked with the company from
1928 until he retired in 1950. His first
job was on the extra board, but within
a short time he was transferred to the
oil refinery, and in 1943 was made an
assistant foreman there. It was that
position he held at the time of his re-
tirement.

Clifford L. Carroll had been a truck
driver for 10 years when he came to
Staley's in 1919, and by the end of the
following year he was driving a truck
again—this time a big Staley truck

loaded with starch and syrup for down-
town warehouses.

By 1936 a Journal story estimated
that he had driven well over 200,000
miles—and without an accident.

In July, 1952 Cliff retired, and now
all that he drives is the family car. Most
of the time he is too busy to drive any-
thing, because he has developed a small
business at home. ' For a long time he
has been weaving cotton rugs, as a hob-
by. Since his retirement he has let it
be known that he will weave them on
order and he is kept busy. He has made
a specialty of rugs for small kinder-
garteners to use when taking their naps
at school.

Dudley Boren w r i t e s to Decatur
friends that, no matter what they are
doing, he is busier than any of them.
Dudley, who retired last fall after 38
years with the company, is farming in
Southern Illinois, near Jonesboro.

Farming, it is said, is never easy
work, but for a man who has spent most
of his life as an electrician, it probably
is harder. And added to that Dudley's
farm machinery is powered by one mule.
Since his farm is in the foothills of the
Ozarks, is not too large, and his chief
crop sweet potatoes, he has told Staley
friends that method of cultivation has
proved most satisfactory.

The Jonesboro area is the native ter-
ritory of both the Borens, which, they
said, helps make their life in retirement
even more enjoyable.

DUDLEY BOREN and his mule
were very busy this spring get-
ting the sweet potatoes planted.
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miniature rail
system «*

// you find time

hanging heavy

you might build . . .

FLOYD CUTTILL and his wife had fun painting
walls and arranging tracks and tiny villages.

Yo
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LOU CAN ALWAYS build a railroad
if television and radio programs bore
you.

That, in effect, is what Floyd Cuttill,
Elevator A leadman, and his wife did
last winter. They took over a corner
of the basement, painted realistic scen-
ery on the walls as a background, and
then proceeded to lay out their railroad
system.

Although the whole thing occupies
only about a 12 by 16 foot space, Cuttill
has more than 200 feet of track. He
worked for a month last winter, putting
in an electric system, and building in-
clines and tunnels.

Now he has two complete lines, with
switch lines connecting them, and the
whole system controlled by electric
switches.

He has a small lake, bridges, a village,
farms, and an Indian raiding party on
the march toward one of the farms.
Trees, an oil derrick, automobiles, cat-
tle pens, and people add to the interest
of the scene.

He bought some of the houses, and
made some from Lincoln Logs. He
bought all his trains and cars and
other accessories.
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E-iVERYTHING IN AMERICA is won-
derful—from nylon underwear to farm
machinery. This is the verdict of Anne
Graf, a 19-year-old German girl who re-
turns to her home this summer after
spending nine months in the Orville Bell
home. Orville, on our extra board,
farms more than 250 acres near Oakley,
where the family lives.

Anne came to this country last fall on
a student exchange program sponsored
by the Church of the Brethren. The
Bells, members of the rural Brick church
near their farm, offered to have a student
stay with them for the winter.

The daughter of the Bell family, Doris,
employed in our comptroller's depart-
ment, spoke even less German than Anne
did English, but before the winter was
over the two girls were fast friends.

Anne attended high school in Cerro
Gordo where she was elected queen at
the Christmas dance. From the very
start she entered into community af-
fairs. When the senior class took a
"skip day" trip to the Ozarks, she went
too. She earned some extra money baby
sitting—and when preparing to leave
spent some of it on her nylon garments
that so charmed her. Although she said
she detested them last fall, she was wear-
ing jeans like the other girls by spring.

She sews and knits beautifully and
seemed to enjoy making clothes of the
more frivolous type—the kind American
girls wear.

Because she is a farm girl she found
life on a Central Illinois farm interest-
ing—but different. She seems to think
the farm machinery was wonderful.

The only time she mentioned that she
was slightly homesick was on May Day
which is celebrated as a gay holiday in
the part of Germany from which she
comes.

One of the last things she learned
while here was to drive a car. She had
met a young German farmer, now liv-
ing in this country, and seemed in-
terested in the suggestion that she might
be back here before long, driving an
American car.

ANN GRAF knifted this sweater for Mrs. Bell
while living in their farm home during winter.

111 ii ii student
lives in
hell home

Farm girl here as

exchange student

adopts V. S. Ways
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GRADUATING TOGETHER from Decatur High
School this spring were Mary Elizabeth Trow-
bridge, left, daughter of Russell Trowbridge,
tinner, and Sue Armentrout, daughter of M. N.
Armentrout, civil engineer. These two girls
started school togethef and have continued
together in same schools for past twelve years.

THREE GENERATIONS of ball players are the
Lents men—Tony, now at St. Teresa's, Eli, retired
but once a player, and Harold, oil sales. Eli,
boiler maker is Harold's father, Tony's grandpa.

JIMMY ENGLISH, on leave from extra board is
student jet fiqhter mechanic at Amarillo Airforce
base, Texas. A brother, Henry, is in 20 building.
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odd
shots

CELEBRATING the Wabash ra i lway 's centennial
visitors stopped in to see T. C. Burwell, left. Man
in center is L. H. S. Roblee, president of North
American Car Corp. At right Warren Brown,
president of Monon Railroad. See Wabash Caps.

RICHARD A. LEWIS, second lieutenant is a jet
pilot. He got his wings at Waco. Son of Frank
Lewis, laboratory, he graduated from Millikin in
1952. He is now at Langley Field, Virginia.



a garden perennial
ONE

He has planted

a Staley plot

for 22 years

SURE SIGN of spring around
the Staley gardens is the arrival of
Charles Slaughter, ready to put in his
seeds. Every spring since the garden
project was started in 1932, Slaughter
has had a garden. Now that he is re-
tired he says he sees no reason to dis-
continue the custom. He still likes to
eat, and he maintains that the exercise
is just what he needs.

Slaughter, who was employed by the
company for 26 years—from 1919 to
1946—worked all that time in the boiler
room. In 1946 he retired. He says he
was born in Texas and Texas people
don't quit work just because they are
past 70. Slaughter not only puts in a
garden each year, and takes good care
of it all season, he walks the mile or so
from his home to the garden plot and
back again. Sometimes he stays all day,
taking his lunch with him, and resting in
a shady spot if he feels tired.

He says he could very well ride a bus
from his home on East Prairie, but he
maintains that a man needs the exercise
of walking even if he is going to spend
most of the day working in a garden.

Since he does like exercise he says he
always welcomes spring. In the winter
especially when the weather is bad, he
has to take his exercise by doing tasks
about the house. That is all right, but
he maintains that those tasks don't take
enough time. What he likes is to get out
into his garden

About the only concession he has made
is to cut down on the size of garden he
has. Twenty years ago he often took
two plots. Now he is content with a
50 by 50 space.

CHARLES SLAUGHTER, retired, not only has
garden each year but wa lks a mile to work in it.
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0 enters contest
for prevention
of accidents

1 UR PAINESVILLE PLANT is try-
ing now for first place in a safety con-
test staged by Lake County, Ohio.

There are 23 industrial companies in
that county entered in this contest which
runs until Dec. 31, 1954.

As of June 3, 1954 the Staley Paines-
ville plant had operated 230 days with-
out a lost timer.

The accident prevention contest now
in progress in Lake County is being
sponsored jointly by the Industrial Com-
mission of Ohio and the Industrial Coun-
cil of the Painesville Chamber of Com-
merce.

Staley's safety committee has worked
on the suggestion system. An average
of five suggestions a month has been
received by the committee from company
employees and these, for the most part,
have been put into effect. For the con-
sideration and cooperation given the
safety committee's recommendations,
the Chemical Workers Union has sent
Tom Longbons, plant manager, a letter
of commendation, and expressing the
union's thanks for the willingness shown
by the company in making the plant a
safer place to work.

FOUR OF THE SEVEN members of the Health and Safety committee, Painesvil le, pose. From left,
Eugene Kerven, Bill Van Fleet, Lynn Hitchcock, Ted Curtis. Not present when picture was taken
were Ralph Staley, Dwight Engle and Warren Wol l rab. The contest runs to the end 9f this year.

Painesville plant is

trying for top

place in county
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f STEPHEN, left, and Susan Jane Stone are
children of Ted Stone, boiler room, and grand-
children of Ross Stone, Staley Electrician.

CONFIRMED at St. John's Lutheran church on
Palm Sunday were Bruce Hill, left, and Jimmy
Reinhold. Parents are Roy and Hylia Hill, of
20 building, and Ray Reinhold, chairman of the
bargaining committee of Staley Local No. 837.

GEHL TUCKER, insurance buyer, and Mrs.
Tucker hold Robert and Kim. Two older children
standing are Linda and the big boy, Gehl, Jr.

MARK DOMBROSKI was celebrating his first
birthday with sister, Gayle and mother helping.
Father, Ralph, is our San Francisco office man-
ager. W. J. Heer, syrup house, is the grandfather.
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Stuctfcj Uto«ui«0
• MARGARET SMITH has been pro-
moted from department secretary in the
personnel department to secretary to
the comptroller, W. R. Boyer. She suc-
ceeds Norma Miller, who is taking an
extended leave.

• JOE D. SPITTLER has been promoted
temporarily to field contact man in the
maintenance division. He has been as-
sistant foreman in the millwright depart-
ment since 1947.

• JANE STICKEL, formerly secretary
to Franzy Eakin, now retired, is now de-
partment secretary in the public rela-
tions department.

• ELDIN SCROGGINS has been pro-
moted temporarily to shift foreman in
the feed house. He has been shift lead-
man there.

B ROSEMARY NOEL has been promoted
from messenger to duplicator operator
in the maintenance department.

• SUZANNE GEBHART has been pro-
moted from morning mail messenger to
junior transcribing machine operator in
the stenographic section of the service
department.

• OTIS SMITH, JR., has been transferred
from standards, where he was a time
study man, to the engineering depart-
ment, as estimator.

• BYRON FAST has been promoted
from design engineer in the engineering
department to sales service engineer.

• WILMER CHAMBERLAIN has been
promoted from utility clerk in the grain
department to assistant grain buyer.

• ROBERT NISBET has recently come
to the Staley company, in the chemical
engineering department. He is a gradu-
ate of Texas A. & M. College.

" SHEILA DAVIS has been promoted
from messenger to utility clerk in the
service department.

• HELEN L. WANGROW has been pro-
moted from sales record clerk in the
service department to junior order clerk
in industrial sales.

• BARBARA ARROWSMITH has been
promoted from order writer to package
price clerk in the order department, re-
placing Mary Hockaday, resigned. Vi-
vian Belcher, who replaces Barbara, was
promoted from junior purchase typist
in the purchasing department.

" MARGARET DOWDY was transferred
from junior invoice typist clerk in the
order department to junior invoice clerk
to replace Mildred Gross who resigned.

• EILEEN ROYAL has been hired tem-
porarily as vacation relief clerk in the
maintenance department. She had pre-
viously been employed there as schedul-
ing clerk, before leaving the company in
February, 1953.

n JOHN SCHWARTZ has returned from
military leave to take over his old job
in the print shop as junior machine op-
erator.

• FRANCES HERRON has been pro-
moted from messenger to junior adver-
tising clerk in the package sales de-
partment.

• NORMA BERGIN has been promoted
from junior cost clerk typist in the
comptroller's department to clerk typist
in formula feed sales. She was replaced
by Janice Willoughby who was formerly
utility clerk in the service department.
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" CAROL HODGE has been promoted
from messenger to morning mail mes-
senger. 25 Years
• NEW MESSENGERS in the service
department are Ann Taylor, Lois Jean
Boudell, Lila Lea Taylor and Virginia
Ann O'Neil.

• PATRICIA SPENCER was promoted
from junior consignment clerk to junior
invoice typist clerk in the order depart-
ment.

• WALLACE E. RYAN has been pro-
moted from duplicator operator to shop
clerk in the maintenance department.

• THE FLAG which flew at Graceland
cemetery during the Memorial Day serv-
ices was presented the cemetery by Wil-
liam Engle, Staley retired employee, and
Mrs. Engle. It was presented in memory
of their son, Lt. Gerald Engle, a former
Staley employee, who lost his life in
World War II. Lt. Engle was in the Air
Corps.

The flag which the Engles gave the
cemetery was the one sent them by the
Air Corps at the time of the death of
their son. It will fly over the military
section of Graceland during this year.

• THIS MONTH six more Staley men
join the ever-increasing group—the 25-
year people, The six who took their first
Staley jobs in May and June of 1929,
are Ralph Clifton, Herbert Harless,
Henry Scherer, James Carter, Leroy
Parker and Clarence Roderick.

Clifton was rather recently out of high
school when he came here hunting a job
in the spring of 1929. He had been born
in Argenta and had lived there most of
his life until shortly before that spring.

Since he was interested in learning a
mechanical trade he was given a job as
plant messenger, the usual procedure 25
years ago. Evidently it didn't take him
long to decide which trade he wanted to
take up, because the first of January,
1930, found him ringing in at the elec-
tric shop. He had been taken on there
as a helper.

He was set up as a mechanic in 1937
and was made an assistant foreman
there in 1947.

Herbert Harless, also an electrician,
did not get into that trade as early in
his Staley career as Clifton did. He
came to Staley's, he said on his applica-
tion, because he wanted a job with a fu-

m \H CLIFTON
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ture. At the time he was ushering in a
local theater and he liked the work but
he evidently didn't want to spend the
rest of his life at it.

It wasn't odd that he should come to
Staley's to work since his father, the
late Fred Harless, Sr., his brother, Fred,
and his uncle, Frank, were all employed
here.

His first job with the company was
as a helper in civil engineering, but in
1936 he went into the electric shop. He
has been an electrician since 1947. His
time as a helper was prolonged because
of time out while he served in the Navy
during World War II.

Scherer came to Staley's direct from
Brown's Business College. He had taken
a special course there the year after he
finished high school. His first job was
in the industrial department, forerun-
ner of the standards department in
which he still works.

He has served in many capacities in
that department and is now a senior time
study man there.

For a number of years he enjoyed the
reputation of being one of the plant's
eligible bachelors, but about 15 years
ago he met a nurse in our First Aid
hospital—and Henry was married soon
after.

Jimmy Carter had tried farming for
a few years before he came to Staley's
in 1929. The fact that his father, Noah,
and his brother, Cager, were both em-

ployed here may have influenced his de-
cision to give up farming.

He worked for a while on the extra
board but when the new office building
was opened the following spring he was
one of the maintenance staff, first as
assistant night foreman and then as ele-
vator operator.

In 1941 he transferred to the mill-
wright shop, and soon after returning
from Army servke, in 1945, was made
a mechanic.

Leroy Parker has worked at Staley's
at two different times. The first time
he was here only a short time, and dur-
ing that time worked in the boiler room.
When he came back to stay, in 1929, he
took a job on the extra board.

Later he worked in starch loading,
in starch grind and as a repairman on
packaging equipment in the starch pack-
ing house. He also worked as a reel
tender. At present he operates a con-
version unit in 20 building.

When Clarence Roderick came to Sta-
ley's he was already an experienced
stoker, for he had been employed in that
capacity by the Illinois Power company.
He worked on the extra board here for
a short time, and then in 21 building, be-
fore he went into the boiler room in
1932.

He worked there as a repairman and
as a fireman, and then for a while as a
fireman on fire driers. At present he is
a fireman on a stoker boiler.

JAMES CARTER
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Retirements

•WITH NO previous announcement Jim
Nance retired April 30. That month he
had completed 35 years with the com-
pany and during most of those years he
had been a blacksmith here.

For some time earlier in the spring
he had talked of the vacation he ex-
pected to take in May, and of a trip to
California he was planning. He did not
say that he was going to retire at that
time, nor that his trip to California was
to be a honeymoon.

Just before he left the shop on the last
day he announced he was retiring, and
the next day his friends learned that he
had been married before departing on
his trip .

Relatives expect that he and his wife
will return to Decatur this summer, and
continue making this their home.

• JOE GULP, a Staley feed salesman for
18 years, retired June 1, but announced
at that time that he was only retiring
from his Staley job. He does not in-
tend to quit work. Since joining the
Staley feed sales staff in 1936 he has
been a sales supervisor, with his head-
quarters in Des Moines, Iowa.

He and Mrs. Gulp plan to continue
making that their home, for the day his

m/ minimi
JOE CULP

retirement became effective, he started
business there as the L. J. Gulp Sales
Co. In his new venture he will operate
as a broker handling protein feed ingre-
dients to feed dealers and mixers in the
central west. He plans to carry a com-
plete line of Staley's feed products.

He says that he has been pronounced
in perfect health by his doctors, and
feels that he will continue that way
longer if he continues some of the same
activities he has enjoyed during the last
18 years. In his new venture he plans
to service many of the same accounts
he has called on in the past.

DEATHS

• WALTER HIMES, extraction plant,
retired, died suddenly June 9.

• LUTHER B. HUMISTON died in Deca-
tur May 2 after a long illness. He worked
with the company from 1919 until his
retirement in 1945. At the time of his
retirement he was a foreman in the re-
finery.

• ALLEN R. FULLER, research chemist
in technical service, died suddenly April
19. He had been with the company, as
research man, specializing in textiles,
since 1931.

• W. H. RANDOLPH, JR., retired last
year, has purchased a home in Maderia
Beach, Fla. He and Mrs. Randolph
moved there from their former home in
Atlanta, Ga., this month. Bill, with the
company for 31 years, was manager of
the Atlanta office most of that time.

• GUY HUDGINS, who retired in 1950,
has recently sold his home in Decatur
and moved to Hopkinsville, Ky. Guy, a
Staley boiler maker for 22 years, writes
that he has a small place near the town
of Hopkinsville, has a large vegetable
garden, and is making many new friends
in the community.

32 S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



QUESTION: How has the recent increase in television reception

affected your life?

Jody Crosse
Store Room Clerk

"You can learn a lot from it and I
think it does keep people home more. I
don't let it affect my work and shut it
off at 10 o'clock"

Jim Bomball
Yard Department

"It has resulted in a loss of sleep but
is pretty nice to have. It really is all
right."

"I found it quite a novelty at first but
now it is like anything else—getting
old."

Elmer Betzer
Plant Clean-up

"Programs like panel shows increase
knowledge. When I have work to do
around the house I shut it off."

Millard Fairbanks
Warehouse

"It is interesting but it definitely
makes it harder to get housework done.
It makes us stay up later and get less
sleep."

Ralph McClintock
Shoveller, Elev. C.

"It cuts down on the amount of work
I get done around the house and keeps
me up later than before."

Susie Edwards
17 Building
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VISITORS OFTEN ASK TO TAKE LUNCH IN OUR CAFETERIA AFTER THEY HAVE
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SEEMINGLY ENJOYS A GOOD MEAL AFTER GUIDING THE GROUP THROUGH THE PLANT.


