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NO SMALL part of the interest in the half time
program at the Oct. 2 1 game was the show put
on by University of Illinois band. Here they are
forming the words "50 Years" , honoring Staley's .

• IT IS a note-worthy event when a
company like ours reaches its fiftieth
anniversary. Business men about town
considered it of such importance that
they asked to come to the office building
to honor the company. Of course such
an event requires a cake—and this was
a real birthday cake, with a silver knife
tied with a gold bow, for cutting it. A. E.
Staley, Jr., did the honors, with E.
Wayne Schroeder offering an assist. Mr.
Schroeder, as president of the Associa-
tion of Commerce, acted as master of
ceremonies.

The affair was planned by the Associa-
tion, and the flowers on the table with
the cake were sent by the group to the
company.

Actually the anniversary date is Nov.
12, but since Veterans Day was observed
on that day, the celebration was Nov. 13.
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HIS is the season of the year

when we especially realize that from our
work ana association have sprung lifetime
friendships. These are friendships that are
most important and make day-to-day rou-
tine of business and work so much more
pleasant.

WAife Christmastime brings these
work day friendships into focus, it is essen-
tially a family holiday—a period when the
home and the church overwhelm all else.
Christmastime is the period when we bring
to our loved ones at home some of the bless-
ings that the fruits of our work together
have made possible.

This year just closing has been
reasonably good to us and I am glad to
say that prospects continue bright for 1957.
1 hope it will bring each of you a full meas-
ure of health and happiness and I wish you
and yours a Very Merry Christmas.



Of

Many

Things
By Ruth £ Cade

Birthday Editorial
Extends Good Wishes
Of Local Papers

Many individuals, groups and companies
paid special tribute to the A. E. Staley
Manufacturing Company upon the oc-
casion of the fiftieth anniversary of its
incorporation. Marked for its sincerity
was the editorial which the Decatur
Herald.Revieic carried in it's editorial
columns on the morning of Nov. 11,
1956. That editorial is reprinted in it's
entirety here:

A FIFTIETH anniversary is generally
characterized as Golden.

Decatur certainly can applaud the
Golden Anniversary of the A. E. Staley
Manufacturing Company, because the ad-
jective is appropriate in so many re-
spects.

The Staley company began manufac-
turing operations in Decatur in 1912,
but its corporate birth was six years
earlier when A. E. Staley, Sr., incorpor-
ated his starch retailing business in
Baltimore under the name it bears so
honorably and advertises so widely today.
The date of the incorporation was Nov.
12, 1906.

The half-century has been one of gold-
en years, prosperous for the Staley com-
pany and profitable for the Decatur
community.

The Staley company has become big
business—big in physical plant and pro-
cessing capacity, big in diversity of pro-
ducts and in its sales organization, big
in employment and in payroll.

But the Staley company today, as in
the years when the founder was directly
in charge of a small but growing business
enterprise, is a neighbor in the Decatur
community, a good citizen and taxpayer.

The Staley management, now in the
second and third generation, does not
consider the company's obligations to the
community, and in the community, dis-
charged by paying the taxes that fall, in
proportion, upon all citizens.

The Staley company has been a gener-
ous donor in the major campaigns to
support and expand Decatur hospital
service, welfare, educational and char-
acter building agencies.

The Staley company volunteered to
pay a fair share of the cost of the Lake
Decatur improvement program. True,
the company must have an adequate
water supply. But corporations have been
known to threaten to des'ert a community
unless the needed facilities were provided
for them.

Today we applaud the 50th annivers-
ary of the article of incorporation. It is
not too early to start looking ahead to a
community-wide observance in 1962 of
the Golden Anniversary of Staley's in
Decatur.
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o,'LD HOME WEEK, the circus and
the county fair—all blended into one big
reunion—that's what the Big Football
Game on Oct. 21 turned into.

It was on that day that George Halas
and his Chicago Bears honored the A. E.
Staley Manufacturing Company at it's
game on Wrigley Field, Chicago.

It was on that day that the world in
general was reminded of the fact that
for two years before the Bears appeared
in the sports world in 1922, the Staley
football team won the national pro foot-
ball championship.

From that original championship team,
which George Halas coached for the
Staley company, has grown the present-
day Chicago Bears—which George Halas
originated and still owns.

It was in 1920 that the Staley team,
under the managership of Halas, won
its championship. The next year—1921
—after two games in Decatur, the team

was moved to Chicago—but Halas has
never forgotten it's origin. That is why,
when he learned that the A. E. Staley
Manufacturing Company was observing
it's 50th anniversary this year, he asked
to help with the celebration.

As the idea grew more people wanted
to get into the act. The Wabash railroad,
saying in effect that it felt pretty close
to Staley's, announced it would run a
special train to the game.

Standard Oil, Falstaff Brewing and
Marlboro cigarets, sponsors of the radio
and television broadcasts of Bears games,
cooperated with the Staley company in
half time broadcasts. E. K. Scheiter and
Jimmy Conzelman made short talks on
radio then. Televiewers saw and heard A.
E. Staley, Jr., introduce the old Staley
team members and the program by the
University of Illinois marching band.

Approximately 1,000 Staley and other
Decatur people, went up to the game.

READY to greet the old players and introduce them to the crowd was this trio. A. Rollin Staley, at
left, A. E. Staley, Jr., center, and George Halas at right shook hands with honored guests at the half.



*» .

G U E S T S

OF

HONOR

A GROUP picture seemed like a good idea so these men
lined up in front of the camera between halves with
this as the result. Not the entire team was present.

HILE the date of the game will go
down in its history as a big one for the
Staley company there was one small
group of men who seemed to regard it
as one of the highlights of their lives.
These were the members of those old
Staley football teams of 1920 and 1921,
who came back for a reunion.

After a summer of diligent searching
the Staley company was able to locate
26 of those former players. One or two
could not be located, and eleven of
the men are dead. Of the 26 who were
located 21 attended the reunion in Chi-
cago. On special invitation C. A. "Baldy"

May also attended. Baldy, Staley ma-
chinist with the company 36 years,
played with the first Staley team in 1919,
and his brother, the late W. O. May, was
on the championship team the year later.

This gathering in Chicago was the
first reunion the original Bears ever had,
and the first time many of them had
seen any of their team mates since the
early 1920's. They began gathering in
Chicago on Saturday and from the time
the first one arrived until the whole thing
was over there was much hand-shaking,
back-slapping and talks of those years
at Staley's.

S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



SOME OF the more agile of the group said they could kneel. Others said they would stand. Kneeling,
left are George Trafton, Roy Adkins, Lennie High, Andrew Feichtinger, Walter "Pard" Pearce, Ross
Petty, Jack Mintun. Standing, Leo Johnson, Ranny Young, Kile MacWherter, Lanum, Veach, Dressen.

Early in the week two of the old timers
arrived in Decatur. Ranny Young came
in from El Paso, Tex., on Wednesday
and the next day Lennie High arrived
from his home in Whittier, Calif. Both
had planned short visits in Decatur be-
fore going on to Chicago.

Last to arrive for the reunion was
G. R. "Pete" Stinchcomb, with R. W.
"Dick" Barker running a close second.
Both men were flying in to Chicago from
the east, and both planes were held over
the city for several hours because of the
fog. The game was just starting when
Barker arrived, but it had reached the

half before Stinchcomb came panting in.
Through the cooperation of the spon-

sors Staley's were able to have much
of the half time radio and television
broadcasts. It was during that period
that A. E. Staley, Jr., was introduced to
the record-breaking crowd, and then he,
in turn, introduced each of the old
timers.

Then the band played. As an extra
special feature the Staley company had
arranged with the University of Illinois
for its marching band to play at the
game, the company paying the band's
expenses for the trip.
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Jolly

Train

Trip

LONG before leaving the station the special train was filled.

ON THE train early so they got a good seat was Walter Schultz, grocery products office manager,
and his wife, left above. Right above were Jess Snoke, kneeling, policeman; Lee Blakeney, Charles
Newell, Harry McNichols, Glenn Kerwin, chief of police, and Bill "Subway" Kilroy.
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ENTERTAINMENT on the train
was furnished by the gang, with
Sam Roller playing the accord-
ian and Doris Moake leading
singing. She and Sam had written
special song.

THERE was considerable visiting back and forth on. the train, since everyone was interested in the
same thing that day. At left, above, R. C. Scherer watches as N. A. Smith greets C. J. Luker,
Wabash passenger agent. Right,George Fearheiley, back to camera, Ralph Rnfrock and Dave Gullett.

N O V E M B E R * 1 9 5 6 7



VISITING with Mrs. A. R. Staley and Mrs. Jack Mintun Is Leo Johnson, above.

SEATS down on field were reserved for guests. From left, Veach, Rol Staley, Trafton, E. K. Scheiter,
Petty, Taylor, Pearce, Mintun, MacWherter, Lanum, Johnson, Millard, Feichtinger, Englund, Dressen,
Conielman, Chamberlin, and Jim Beaumont. At extreme right is Jack Erickson, taking a picture.
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SOME WIVES attended the game. Above, left, are son and daughter-in-law of Leo Johnson, Mrs. A. E.
Staley, Jr., Mrs. Scheiter, Mrs. W. R. Boyer, Mrs. R. L. Rollins, Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs. Bernard Huffer, A.
O. Peterson, Mrs. L. S. Roehm.

A SPECIAL bus was furnished by Standard Oil
to carry guests to hotel after the big game.

WAS his well-planned program going
to slip? Jim Beaumont seemed to fear
that something of that sort was afoot.

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6



LOTS OF Decatur people were scattered through the
grand stands at the game, and by no means were they all
Staley people. For instance, in the lower of the two pic-
tures above are Mayor Clarence Sablotny and his wife,
both of whom seemed to be enjoying the game. Just
behind them are Marie Lyons, 17 building, and behind the
mayor 's head is her husband, Lee, Electrician. There are
also some Staley people in the picture at the top. At left,
in the light top-coat is Stanley DeJanes, Chicago oil sa les
manager. Seated behind him are Hank Voile, assistant
grocery products sa les manager, Jo Armstrong, Eisner area
manager, Mrs. Voile, and in the light dress at the far right,
Mrs. Armstrong.

Decatur Folk in Crowd

SOMETHING interesting was happening down the line if one is the judge by the expressions on the
faces of the men in the picture on the opposite page. The three watching so intently to their right
are A. E. Staley, Jr., Harry Englund and Rollin Staley, who really is interested. Watching something
just as intently at the other end of the field are George Trafton, Ross Petty and "Tanan Taylor.
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Game Had

Tense

Moments

ALTHOUGH they see each other often these two found a
loi- to talk over. At left, Leo Johnson, head track coach
at the University of Illinois, at right Howard Millard,
sports editor of the Decatur Review for many years.

N O V E M B E R • 1 9 5 6 11



THERE were many reunions such as this one above. Here Pard Pearce, left,
visits with Jack Mintun, Kile MacWherter and C. A. "Baldy" May, at right.

12

FROM widely scattered parts of the country, the men returned for
this reunion. The two here are good examples. Roy Adkins, at left,
came from New York while Guy Chamberlin, right, is from Nebraska.
In center is Dick Barker from State College Pennsylvania.

S T A L E V J O U R N A L
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PROBABLY looking for their own pictures in the handsome
program used that day are the three shown above. Trafton
is at left. Others are Conzelman, center, and Pearce, right.

IN THE picture at the right Andy Feichtinger tries to make
friends with Bears' bear during half time program antics.

THE FIRST three men on the left in the picture above were all in Millikin university at the same time.
They are Ralph "Jake" Lanum, Roy Adkins, Ranny Young. The other two men are Andy Feichtinger,
next to Young, and Ross Petty, on the extreme right of group.

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6 13
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THIS MAY BE a quartet but it did not prove to be the singing kind. Definitely it was not singing the
blues. Like all the other men gathered at the reunion these men were talking over old times. From
left, they are Lennie High, and Charlie Dressen, California, Jack Mintun, Kile MacWherter, Illinois.

ABOUT THE time Ranny
Young, left, was starring in
football here the tall man at
the right, E. K. Scheiter, was
beginning a career at Staley's
as a clerk in the accounting
offices. He is now the execu-
tive vice-president of the
company — Ranny lives in
Texas now. «
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JUST entering into the general spirit of the occasion Harry C.
Englund, right, lights a cigar for John "Tarzan" Taylor, center.
Guy Chamberlin, at left, joined the crowd but didn't get cigar.

•P^WHBfBP!TS!IHHB*HIMHMMIMBMM«M"«M"«"""""""^^"
LED BY its famous Indian chief the University of Illinois marching band put on quite a show. It
wasn' t first time a U. of I. band had played for a Staley game. In 1921 the band played at
Decatur when Staley's (forerunners of Bears) defeated the strong Rock Island Independents team.
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VERY MUCH in the lime light during the ceremonies at half time, were the members of Staley's
original team. George Haias, left above, joined the two Staley's, Rollin and A. E. Staley, Jr., when
the guests of honor were asked to come out to be presented to the crowd. Jack Mintun shown, right.

Might be

Called

Parade of

Champs

A PROFESSIONAL announcer took over the job of calling
out the names of the men as they advanced to meet the
two Staleys and receive the old team picture. In the group
shown above Leo Johnson accepts his picture from A. E.
Staley, Jr., while Rollin Staley, left, watches. Coming up
for their pictures are C. A. "Baldy" May, Kile MacWherter.
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IT HAD been a long, long time since some of the
old timers had seen their former manager, George
Halas. In the picture at the right Halas greets
Walter "Pard" Pearce, as Rollin Staley looks on.
Pearce is now director of physical education and
coach in Providence, R. I., Central High School.

ONCE AGAIN the men lined up for a picture
with the two Staleys at the extreme right. The
others from left, are Pard Pearce, Ross Petty,
Stinchcomb, Tarzan Taylor, George Trafton,
Ranny Young and Roy Adkins. Each has a picture
of old team, which A. E. Staley, Jr., extreme
right, gave each man.

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6 17
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A DINNER "we've owed you for 36
years," A. E. Staley, Jr., said, was given
for the old team members that evening.

As Mr. Staley recalled, the 1920 team
gave Staley officials a dinner in the St.
Nicholas Hotel in December of that year,

at the close of the football season. "I
wasn't there," Mr. Staley told the old
timers, but added that he felt the com-
pany should return the compliment, even
at this late date.

The dinner this year was in the Edge-
water Beach hotel and was a festive
occasion. A short talk was made by Mr.
Staley, who presented each of the old-
timers with a gold tie clasp, bearing a

-

REGARDLESS of the fact that they knew a good dinner was in prospect
most of the guests couldn't resist the appetizers set forth in the Wrigley
Field room. Lined up here are Harry Walmsley, who knew the old players in
their playing years; Pard Pearce, Harry "Skin" Englund and Charlie Dressen.
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diamond studded football, and with the
man's name engraved on the back.

Jim Beaumont, public relations di-
rector of the company, was the master
of ceremonies.

It was here that the real reunion took
place. It was here the men had an op-
portunity to visit with each other as long
as they wanted to. Here they had a
chance to meet and talk with A. E. Sta-
ley, Jr., and Rollin Staley, and visit with
another company old-timer whom they
knew well when they played here—Harry
Walmsley, plant superintendent.

In addition to the old time players,
special guests at the dinner that night
were the coaches of the Bears and many
sports writers and radio and television
sportscasters from this part of the
country

John L. "Paddy" Driscoll, head coach
of the Bears, was at the party in a dual
capacity, for he was also a member of
the old Staley team.

SINCE IT was an informal affair everyone sat where he pleased at dinner.

N O V E M B E R • 1 9 5 6 19



ADMITTING that they had "changed some" the members of the 1920 team gathered around a picture
ot them taken in playing togs 36 years ago, sitting in approximately the same positions. On floor are
Ross Petty and Jack Mmtun. Seated, Halas, Trafton, Conzelman, High, Adkins, Feichtinger. Pearce.
btandmg, a little out of position, are Young, Johnson, MacWherter, Lanum, Walter Veach Dressen

OLD PICTURES brought to mind old stories. Here three of the old
timers are telling some to Leek Ruthrauff, second from right. Left
are Dressen and Halas while at extreme right is Jimmy Conzelman.
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.ANY football games of 35 years ago
were played over, many incidents of
those earlier days recalled by the men
who attended the reunion in Chicago. Old
jokes were brought out and retold and
there was a lot of hand-shaking, and
laughter with a few tears behind it. And
a lot of pictures of grandchildren were
being shown with pride by these men
who 35 years ago were chiefly interested
in their prowess on the gridiron.

Of the 26 men whose addresses Leek
Ruthrauff was able to locate, only five
were unable to come. If the University
of Illinois had won its game the day
before that number would have been cut
to four. Burt Ingwerson, one of the old
timers, is now line coach at Illinois. It
seems to be a hard and fast rule there
that the day following an Illini game the
team and coaches get together, which
meant Burt couldn't attend the reunion.

The others, who for one reason or
another could not attend were E. C.
"Dutch" Sternaman, C. Hubbard Shoe-
make, Kenneth Hufflne and Chic Harley.

There was no formal program at the
dinner but most of the men made little
talks. Jimmy Conzelman, now an ad-
vertising executive, made a short talk
and had his audience roaring. Howard
Millard, sports editor of the Decatur Re-
view now as well as when the men played
at Staley's, recalled a lot of old games
he had covered.

George Halas, Guy Chamberlin, Andy
Feichtinger, Walter Veach, Charlie Dres-
sen, George Trafton—in fact most of the
men, popped up to recall an old incident
or to tell Mr. Staley just how much—
how very much—this reunion meant to
them all. Tarzan Taylor expressed it
when he said—"One of the greatest
things that ever happened to us."

r, Taylc

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6



Ah!

Ice Cream

Footballs!

DESSERT at the dinner was served in
the form of ice cream footballs. One
was served to each table and the man
who was most willing to do so carved
it into slices for serving. Left, George
Trafton enjoys doing honors.

JUST before Guy Chamberlin volunteered to cut the ice cream football at
his table he had heard George Halas, his old coach, cal l him "the greatest
end I ever saw play football. Later Chamberlin said, "For Halas, the father
of professional football, to say that is the greatest thing that has ever
happened to me." At right in picture above, watching ice cream, Luke Roehm,
vice-president and manager of the corn division, one of the company hosts.
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WHEN IT came to "rolling them in the aisles" all prizes went to Jimmy Conzelman. While his old
team-mates remembered him as one of the best hal fbacks and kickers, he has branched out into
other fields as he proved when he talked to the group at dinner. Introduced by Jim Beaumont,
master of ceremonies, as vice-president of the D'Arcy advertising agency he admitted it but went
on with a talk which showed why he is in such terrific demand always as an after-dinner speaker.

THE ONE man in Decatur who has kept
in closer touch as the years have
passed, is Howard Millard. When
Staley's had a football team, Millard
was a young sports editor on the De-
catur Review, and wrote stories about
the games for his paper, and the
Staley Journal. He is still on the Re-
view as sports editor. He talked at the
dinner.

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6 23



ONE DISTINGUISHED former football player
who was a guest at the dinner was Red Grange.
As the man who announces Bears games on TV,
the old "Galloping Ghost" of U. of I., was asked
to the party. He visits here with old boss,
Halas (he played with Bears formerly), with
Jack Lanum and with Leo Johnson, at the right.

THEY got their Staley start about the same
time—these two in the circle at left. They
are Charlie Dressen and E. K. Scheiter, right.

WHILE two old team-mates visit, below, Rollin
Staley enjoys listening to their chatter. At
lefi', Halas, and at right in picture, Conzelman.
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DOING a little table hopping Rollin Staley, in
center, above, stopped to listen while another
pair of old timers talked things over. This time
it was Charlie Dressen and Jack Mintun.

PROBABLY Mr. Staley wa"s listening to one of
the guests, for several of them made informal
talks at the dinner. Jack Mintun didn't, but
later he said he had one ready—but feels he
isn't much of a speaker. What he wanted to say
was—"You fellows were on the championship
football team but I have stayed on and am
on the Staley team which is still champion.
And—we have the two best coaches in the
world—Gus Staley and Ed Scheiter". That's
what Jack wanted to say, he admitted to a
friend later—but he feels he's no speaker.

I V O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6 25



AFTER DINNER A. E. Staley, Jr., presented each
of the old time players with a gold-wrapped
package containing a tie clasp. Here he hands
his to C. A. "Baldy" May who grins acceptance.

PRESENTING the tie clasp to Jack Mintun, above,
The c lasps are gold bars bearing a diamond-
studded football. On the back was mans' name.
On front engraved "Staley Bears 1920-1922".

IT WAS just another work day for Paddy Driscoll, right, who is now
head coach of the Bears. After the game, however, he was able to
join the rest of the old time Staley players and was there at the
dinner in time to receive his tie pin from A. E. Staley, Jr.

26 S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



INFORMALITY was the keynote of the entire affair. As in the picture above
when Mr. Staley was presenting his tie clasp to George Trafton, there was
no audience sitting quietly by. Between Trafton and Mr. Staley, who is on
the extreme right, Roy Adkins and Leek Ruthrauff were enjoying a good |oke.
Seated at the left is Harry "Chick" Jagade, Bears coach of the ful lbacks now.

N O V E M B E R 1 9 5 6

STEPPING forward proudly to accept
his tie clasp from Mr. Staley here
was George Halas. Later he said he
had no words to express his apprecia-
tion to the Staley company for what
it had done for him in earlier years.

27



• GETTING the members of the old
Staley football team together seemed
like an impossible task when it was first
suggested. It had been 35 years since the
men played football in Decatur and many
of them had seemingly dropped from
sight. The company decided it wanted
a reunion of these men since George
Halas had said he would dedicate a game
to the company—but you can't have a
reunion without the people most vitally
interested.

The task of locating the men was
turned over to the one person at Staley's
who could do it best—Leek Ruthrauff.
To be sure Leek was just a kid when
Staley's had a football team, but he was
just as sports-conscious then as he is
now, so gathering together all these
heroes of his youth was a pleasant task,
he says. Spark-plug of the entire thing
was Rollin Staley, who like Leek, at-
tended the old Staley games as a kid.
He and Jim Beaumont concentrated on
making the party at the hotel the howl-
ing success it was.

After Leek was assured of a large

attendance of the old players at the af-
fair, he turned his attention to the special
train the Wabash said it would like to
run. C. J. Luker, division passenger
agent for the railroad, said they could
do it IF they could sell 1,000 tickets. Mr.
Luker seemed perfectly sure it could be
done—and a few days before the game
he announced that the train was sold out.

With those things taken care of the
last big worry left was the weather—
but it cooperated too. It was warm
enough without being hot, and it didn't
rain. A large number of Staley people
were in the crowd of 1,000 that went up
on the train, but others drove up that
morning, or went up the day before. In
addition the Shriners and the Elks club
both bought large blocks of tickets. Many
city officials attended, including Mayor
Clarence Sablotny and his wife and
Police Chief Glenn Kerwin.

After the game the guests of honor—
the old time players—and their hosts,
the officials of the company, went to the
Edgewater Beach. It was here that the
real reunion took place.

End of

Perfect

Day

TRYING always to keep well in the background while keeping an
eye on every detail were the two men most responsible for the
success of the entire affair. Jim Beaumont, our public relations
director, left, and Leek Ruthrauff, aide in that division, right.
Wib Fa!k, center, worked as Leek's leg man during the entire
Chicago week end. This picture was taken as they watched game.
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A. E. Staley Manufacturing Company observes the

anniversary of its first half century

|LiIVIC AND BUSINESS leaders joined
in honoring the A. E. Staley Manufac-
turing Company on the 50th anniversary
of its incorporation in November.

At the suggestion of the Decatur As-
sociation of Commerce, a group of about
50 men came out to the office on the
afternoon of November 13, to offer their
congratulations to A. E. Staley, Jr., and
cut a big birthday cake.

Actually the company was incorpor-
ated on November 12,1906, but this year
the offices were closed on that date, since
it was observed as Veteran's Day. Early
in the day flowers had begun arriving,
large baskets and vases filled with golden
mums and roses, carnations and orchids.
Most of these were banked in the lobby,
giving it a festive look and greeting all
visitors.

The afternoon group from the Associa-
tion of Commerce gathered in the execu-
tive lounge on the tenth floor.

Presiding at the short and informal
ceremonies was E. Wayne Schroeder,
who is president of the Association. He

introduced first the mayor of Decatur,
Clarence Sablotny, and F. M. Lindsay,
president of the Decatur Herald-Review
Newspapers, civic leader and a long-time
friend and admirer of A. E. Staley, Sr.
Mayor Sablotny made a short congratu-
latory talk and then read a resolution of
commendation which he said the city
council wished, with the permission of
Mr. Staley, to pass and put into the city
records.

The resolution is as follows:

"WHEREAS, the A. E. Staley Manu-
facturing Company did on the 12th day
of November, 1956 celebrate the com-
pletion of its Fiftieth Year of incorpora-
tion, and

"WHEREAS, throughout this fifty
years of continual growth and expansion,
this company has so generously and
continuously contributed directly to the
vital municipal operations of Decatur
and to the community and charitable
institutions of this city, and

(Continued on next page)
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SHORT talks were made by F. M. Lindsay, center, who knew A. E. Staley, Sr.; Mayor Clarence Sab-
lotny, left, and A. E. Staley, Jr., who thanked visitors for remembering occasion and their resolutions.

"WHEREAS, this company has fur-
thermore at all times considered the wel-
fare of not only itself but of the multi-
tude of citizens and businesses of this
community whose social and economic
welfare have been so dependent upon it
and in so doing has indirectly contributed
so materially to the growth and expan-
sion of the City of Decatur,

"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HERE-
BY RESOLVED By the Council of the
City of Decatur, Illinois:

"1. That the appreciation and gratitude
of the City of Decatur and of its citizens
and officials be and it is hereby extended
to the A. E. Staley Manufacturing Com-
pany on this, its Fiftieth Anniversary,
for the great and generous contributions
made by this company to the growth
and welfare of this community.

"2. That the Mayor of the City be, and
he is hereby authorized and directed on
behalf of the City of Decatur to extend
to the A. E. Staley Manufacturing Com-
pany, not only the very best wishes on
this Fiftieth Anniversary, but to further
hope that there will be many more such
anniversaries to follow."

Mr. Staley thanked the mayor and
said the Staley company would feel

greatly honored to have such a resolution
in the city records.

Later a letter from the mayor informed
Mr. Staley that the resolution had been
passed by the City Council on November
15, 1956.

Mr. Schroeder read a letter from the
Association of Commerce, which follows:

In commemorating the Fiftieth Anni-
versary of the A. E. Staley Manufactur-
ing Company and its many contributions
to the life of the Decatur Community,
the Directors of the Association of Com-
merce will record in a plaque, to be pre-
sented at a later date, this expression
of our appreciation:

1906—Golden Years—1956
In recognition of a half century
of industrial growth, agricultural
leadership and community service,
this plaque is dedicated on the

Golden Anniversary of
A. E. Staley Manufacturing Company
by its friends and good neighbors in

the Association of Commerce
of Decatur, Illinois.

"Through the years, the Staley Com-
pany has supported the activities in
behalf of the entire Decatur area. Staley
Company officers and their associates
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have given devoted service, together with
others, for parks and playgrounds, the
hospitals, churches, the Y.M.C.A., activi-
ties involving water supply and sewer
developments, schools, streets and high-
ways and many others—all of them
planned to keep pace with the growth
of the community as a whole.

"As we of the Association of Com-
merce express our appreciation for your
contributions and services during your
first half century, we extend our cordial
good wishes for your continued success."

Introduced by Mr. Schroeder as De-
catur's elder statesmen, F. M. Lindsay
recalled his first meeting with A. E.
Staley, Sr., and the various benefits the
community now enjoys because Mr.
Staley insisted upon them, and gave
strong financial assistance in making
them possible.

"I first saw A. E. Staley, Sr., 47 years
ago," he said. "He was talking to Dr.
Will Barnes and J. P. Drennan in front
of the old Herald building. I knew at
once he was a man of importance, even
before Mr. Drennan said—

'That's Mr. Staley—the man who has
bought the old Wellington Starch plant
east of town!'

"Later I was to know Mr. Staley and
I can say that I knew him intimately
for 40 years. I knew him as a man of
honesty simplicity and of unlimited
vision. And he certainly knew how to get
along with people."

Mr. Lindsay recalled the years before
1920 when the Staley company was be-
ginning to expand and needed water
badly. The Sangamon river's supply was
inadequate and the city council had been
talking for years of doing something to
enlarge the supply.

"Finally Mr. Staley went to the city
council," Mr. Lindsay remembers, "and
asked point-blank when it was going to
build a dam. Charley Borchers, then
mayor, answered him frankly—that the
city could build a dam but that was all.
It couldn't finance any of the other work
necessary for the lake such as was
needed.

"A committee was named to talk to
the banks. On that committee were A. E.
Staley, C. C. LeForgee, Adolph Mueller,
and the three bank presidents, O. B.
Gorin, J. A. Merriweather and A. M.
Kenney."

(Continued on next page)

CONGRATULATING A. E. Staley, Jr., at the party on the company's fiftieth anniversary , left, above,
is John H. Crocker, president of the Citizens National Bank. The affair, planned by members of
the Association of Commerce, was attended by about 50 prominent business and professional men.
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As a result of these conferences bonds
were issued, each bank taking its share.
But one of the things which pushed the
whole matter into action Mr. Lindsay
said, was the building by the Staley
company, of its own temporary dam.

"In 1919," Mr. Lindsay said, "Staley
began talking about the development of
what is now 22nd street. A subway had
been suggested but Staley said he didn't
think one could be built under so many
tracks. Eight years later the viaduct
was built with the Staley company and
the Wabash each paying $100,000. Staley
said to a group of us business men, 'Now
we want you fellows to get another
$50,000!'

"It was in this way that Mr. Staley
got a lot of these municipal improvement
jobs done. Before the viaduct was built
Staley's began buying up property east
of Seventh street. He bought 250 lots—
70 houses—and began moving them off
at once. Most of us wouldn't have had
the vision to do that. We would have left
them there until we needed the ground."

In a short talk he made Mr. Schroeder
said that he feels the two most important
things, from the community viewpoint
are, first, Staley's corporate citizenship,
marked by the way it has always stood
for the things the city needed such as

TWO GUESTS at the party were E. E. Joynt,
left, president of Millikin National Bank, chat-
ting with Richard E. Ellison, postmaster, who
was formerly in the Staley personnel division.
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AMONG the party guests was A. 0- Peterson,
left, of New Orleans, and a director of the com-
pany. It was his birthday, so he shared in honors.
He is shown here with F. M. Lindsay, president of
the Decatur Herald-Review. Mr. Petersen is presi-
dent of Wesson Oil and Snowdrift Company, Inc.

the dam, the lake and the viaduct; and
second, the citizenship displayed by the
men and women of the organization.

"We never call on any Staley em-
ployee," he said, "that they don't help.
We can always find manpower support
among Staley people."

In replying Mr. Staley said that he
found such a sizable group rather over-
whelming—"I hadn't expected a group
of this size."

He thanked Mayor Sablotny and Mr.
Lindsay, saying he appreciated tha re-
marks he had made about his father,
and only regretted that his father was
no longer here to take part in the oc-
casion.

Concluding he said—"We hope we
have been a reasonably good citizen. At
least we have done our best. We are going
to do our best, too, to enjoy being a part
of a growing community."
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QUESTION: Do you think big university football players
should be given special consideration, financial

otherwise?or

(Note: Questions were asked this month of Staley grocery products salesmen who
were in Decatur for a meeting.)

J. A. Laudermilk
Salesman, Kansas City

S. G. Bilderback
Salesman, Kansas City

J. E. Hart
Salesman, Kansas City

L. J. McCullar
Salesman, Alabama

Harlan H. Harroun
Territory Manager,

Alabama

William Sterle
Kansas City

I believe the student should make his
own decision. He will be making his own
choice without any influence of some
more experienced person. This will also
save the university a lot of money and
time.

Yes, I think they should be given extra
consideration especially the ones who
cannot afford to pay their own way.
These boys spend a lot of time and work
on their sport and should have consider-
ation both scholastically and monetarily.

Yes. In order to maintain first class
teams and keep interest of the fans. I
do not believe football would enjoy the
popularity it does today if it were not
for considerations given prospective
players.

Yes, I think they should because it will
help support the entire team, draw
larger crowds and keep the sport at a
high level.

I think college athletes should be given
financial aid in the form of tuition and
room and board. The conference to which
the school belongs should see that such
scholarship assistance be strictly en-
forced and that no aid in any other form
be given.

Generally no, but depending on the
individual as to his ability to afford to
attend a university. There is a lot of
good talent that is not being used because
they are unable to attend a university.
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